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Application of electronic bronchoscopy in diagnosis of unknown causes of pleural effusion”
MU Jiang s ZHU Chun-1i*
(Central Hospital of Jiangjin District ,Chongqing 402260 ,China)
Abstract: Objective To investigate the application value of electronic bronchoscope replacing thoracoscope to detect the un-
known causes of pleural effusion. Methods Sixty-five patients with unknown causes of pleural effusion were selected to be exam-
ined by the electronic bronchoscope replacing thoracoscope,and the appearances of pathological changes under scope were observed
and the pathological results were defined. Results Thirty-five of these 65 patients,were diagnosed to have malignant discase,inclu-
ding 28 cases of adenocinoma, 2 cases of squamous carcinoma, 3 cases of pleural endotheliomas and 2 cases of unclassified mesotheli-
al cell clumps. The other 30 benign lesion cases included 21 cases of tuberculosis,6 cases of nonspecific inflammation and 3 normal
cases. Of these 65 patients,54 cases had definite diagnosis(the positive rate was 83. 07 % ). There were few complications and no pa-

tients failed to finish this examinination. Conclusion The electronic bronchoscopy replacing the thoracoscopy has the advantages of

higher positive diagnostic rate ,little injury ,simple operation,safety,fast recovery and low expenses. It has preferable value in clini-

cal application for unknown cause of pleural effusion.

Key words: electronic bronchoscope ;thoracoscope; pleural effusion
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