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Characteristics of traffic injuries among elderly people in Chongqing between 2000 and 2006 *
Zhang Liang" , Zhou Jihong'® ,Qiu Jun' ,Zhao Xincai* , ] iang Zhiquan® ,
Zhang Xiuzhu' .Yuan Danfeng',Dai Wei' ,Wang Zhengguo'*
(1. State Key Laboratory of Trauma ,Burns and Combined Injury ,Institute of Surgery Research ,Daping
Hospital,, Third Military University ,Chongqging 400042 ,China ;2. Transportation Administration of
Chongqing Public Security Bureau ,Chongqing 400000 ,China)

Abstract : Objective  To study the epidemic characteristics of traffic injuries of the population above the age of 60 in Chongqing
and to analyze the related factors. Methods Files of traffic accidents were collected from each Traffic Police Division in the selected
districts of Chongqing. Data of road traffic injuries involving elderly people were obtained. Epidemiologic characteristics of traffic in-
juries among the elderly people were analyzed. Results Between 2000 and 2006, the number of traffic accidents involving the elderly
people happened in the selected districts of Chongqing,was 1916 with 2025 victims. The average mortality rate and average injury
rate were 9. 86/100 000 and 67.22/100 000 respectively,higher than those of the contemporary national average. The age group of
70—79 suffered the highest risk to traffic injuries. Pedestrians accounted for the highest proportion of victims with the mortality of
91.51% and the injury rate of 73. 84 %. Injuries in the head and neck (37.56 %) were the most common traffic injuries and primary
cause of death. The drivers beared more responsibility in juvenile traffic injuries (89. 32%). Over 94% of the traffic accidents oc-
curred in areas with no traffic signals or traffic police. Conclusion It is important to enhance the traffic safety consciousness of
drivers and the elderly people,strengthen preventive measures and improve the level of traffic management to provide the elderly

people a safe traffic environment.

Key words: aged; epidemiology; traffic injury
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